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NATIONAL CHANGES  



NATIONAL CHANGES  
Year 10 students:

Grades  9-1 
English 
Maths

A*-G 
All other subjects

Year 9 students:

Grades  9-1
All subjects

DT ςA*-G

Curriculum reforms to 
DT.



THE BIG IDEA

REFORMS to GCSEs are about
GLOBAL PRODUCTIVITY

The reforms are so that................... 
your son or daughter has the best 
chance to compete in our world 
e.g. China.



Assessment at High Arcal 

Å KS4begins in year 9.   

Å GCSE grades will be used for assessment and reporting in all subjects where 
appropriate. 

Å In LESSONS the use of grades may not be assigned to every individual piece of 
ǿƻǊƪΦ ΧΧΧΧΦόLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ммΗύ  

Å All students in year 9 have an annual target to aim for.  Parents will also be 
informed of the end of KS4 target.   (Flightpath). 

Å All students in year 10 have an end of key stage 4 target.  (End of year 11).

Å Targets are not a limiting factor and are constantly reviewed. 

Å We will report progress to parents 5 times in the year.

Å With so much uncertaintyΧΧΧΧ  ²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ read books daily and 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎΦ



TARGET GRADES 

Å At KS4 we formulate student targets based on national guidance.  
(START OF YEAR 9).   KS2 results

Å At the start of year 9and at the start of year 10 we set GCSE 
TARGETS based on KS2. 

Å Using ENG/MATHS for setting targets is the most accurate predictor 
ƻŦ ŀƭƭΧΧΧ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƴ ƻǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ 
area.

Å Targets are not fixedςthey are only a guide but compared to 
national outcomes our targets are a real challenge.

Å It is our expectation that students meet targets ςwe can all help.



Å KS2 SAT grade 
converted to a new 
starting point on 9-
1 scale.

Å Your child is on a 
flight path to reach 
TARGET at the end 
of year 11.

Å Targets are 
aspirational but are 
realistic.

Å School Website

Å Please Work in 
partnership.



REPORTING TO PARENTS 

5 - KEY ASSESSMENT POINTS (KAPS)

ÅA report is generated 5 times each year for all subjects.

ÅFIRST REPORT HOME:  Tuesday 20th October 
(all subjects) 

ÅPARENTS EVENING:  Year 9: 24th March
Year 10:  26th November

You can contact us every time a report comes home



SUBJECT
END OF YEAR 9 

TARGET

CURRENT 

PERFORMANCE

END OF KS4 

TARGET

ATTITUDE TO 

LEARNING

ART 5B 5A 6A 1

MUSIC 5B 6C 7C 2

PE 5B 5B 7C 3

DRAMA 5B 5C 7B 4

ENGLISH 5B 4A 7C 1

SCIENCE 5B 5B 7C 2

YEAR 9 

End of key stage 4 
target

End of year 9 target
Current performance

Attitude To Learning





EXAMPLE FOR YEAR 9 STUDENTS 
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7A = SIMILAR TO A 
GRADE A 

5B = SIMILAR TO A 
GRADE B 



SUBJECTKS4TARGET 
KAP1 CURRENT 

PERFORMANCE 

KAP 1 ANTICIPATED 

OUTCOME

ATTITUDE TO 

LEARNING

ART B3 C3 B2 1

MUSIC B3 C1 C1 2

PE A1 B3 A1 3

DRAMA B3 D1 C3 4

ENGLISH 7A 7A 7A 1

SCIENCE B3 B3 B3 2

KS4 TARGET  - 9-1 FOR 
ENGLISH/MATHS 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOME 

ATTITUDE TO LEARNING  

YEAR 10 
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PROGRESS ςEVERY DAY 

ÅParents, students and teachers need to be clear 
on our marking policy.......

ÅWhat has the student done well (WWW)

ÅHow can the student improve, what are the next steps to 
make more progress  (EBI)

ÅThis is documented in books regularly (Students & Teachers).

ÅOpportunity to reflect - DIRT.



Attitude to Learning descriptors 
1 = Outstanding ςclasswork reflects work that is on track for target grade or even 
beyond. Work shows commitment and engagement. The student attempts to 
challengehim/herself. Presentation of work is exemplary. Participation shows a 
consistent willingness to build on and challenge the answers of others. Leadership 
skills are in evidence. This student responds fully to DIRT.  Homework is 
completed to all deadlines and is of a standard which reflects the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
potential to reach his/ her  target grade. The student sometimes goes beyond the 
task set and shows developing independence. 

2 = Good ςthis student meets some of the criteria for outstanding but may not 
be as consistent. Perhaps their lack of full independence needsdeveloping to 
allow them to become outstanding? This student focusses wellin most lessons. 
The student may need a specific focus ςpresentation, building on questions, 
responses to DIRT. Homework is generally good and there is only very occasional 
late homework. 

ATL GRADES   



Attitude to Learning descriptors 
3 = Inconsistent ςthis student can lack engagement at times in whole class or 
small group tasks. He/she may not complete all classwork to the best of his/her 
ability and may have poor presentation which is due to poor effort rather than a 
specific learning difficulty. This student may be involved in some low level 
disruption on a regular basis. Faculty detentions will probably have occurred. 
Homework for this student is completed on a less than regular basis ςgreen 
referralswill have been completed for lack of homework and detentions will have 
been issued. 

4 = Cause for Concern ςthis student is at significant risk of not meeting his/her 
target grade. Low level disruption is more persistent and amber/red referrals 
will have been completed with subsequent action being put in place. There is a 
consistent lack of focus in class and both oral and written work show a lack of 
commitment. Homework has become a significant barrier to progress. Parents 
will have been spoken to and regular detentions for lack of homework will have 
been issued alongside the appropriate amber or red referral. 

ATL GRADES  



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
8 STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 

1. Check reports on every 
occasion ςlook for Attitude 
to Learning in particular.



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
8 STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 

2. Speak to HOH if you have 
any questions ςespecially 
with the report e.g. CP and 
!hΧΧΦ

What needs to be done?



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
8 STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 

3. Attend parents evening
Q. What is my son/daughter doing well? 

Q. What does my son/daughter need to do

to make more progress?



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
8 STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 

4. Look at books/planners daily.   
Every time books are marked 
we offer advice on progress.  

This is our regular report home.



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
8 STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 

5. You can expect to see WWW 
& EBI in books ςplease check 
that your child is responding 
to suggestions.

We call this DIRT



6. Ensure that your child 
completes HW.  Support them 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΧΦΦΦΦΦ  

Quiet area, check length, quality, and 
understanding.

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
8 STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 



7. Sign up for Show My 
Homework ςthis will 
ensure all of us have an 
accurate picture of what 
HW is being set.  Check that 
your child completes HW! 

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
8 STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
8 STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 

8. Try to ensure that your 
son/daughter attends REVISION 
SESSIONS ςthey are vital! 

91% OF ALL MATHS STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED 
REVISION SESSIONS MADE EXPECTED PROGRESS 
IN 2015. 



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD  
STEPS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 



Introducing Show My Homework
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(An online homework tool)

The High Arcal School



Why focus on homework?

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ unlock potential and create 
confident independent learners.  Studies show that 
progress is maximised if students engage in completing 
regular homework.  

This year, as part of our drive to increase attainment, 
we have placed significant emphasis on homework.

We also feel that engaging in high quality homework 
can also help us to achieve our mission.
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Show my Homework

This year, the school will be moving towards setting and managing 
homework using an online tool called Show my Homework.  This will allow 
parents to monitor student homework, but also support students in 
completing the work.
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Letters home ςParental support
You will have received a letter that will include personal log in details.  Please 

ensure that you login and create your own account.  This will then allow you to 
see all the homework that has been set as well as access the homework resource .
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Communication

ÅYou will receive a 
text, email or 
notification to inform 
you of the homework 
that has been set.

ÅYou will receive a 
reminder about the 
submission date.



Time 
management

ωWill allow students to 
manage their time 
effectively.
ωMeet deadlines

ωOrganise their own 
extended learning

Consolidate 
learning

ωAccess to resources.

ωDevelop deeper 
understanding of a topic.

ωPlan for future lessons.

Independent 
learning

ωAccess a variety of 
homework that will allow 
students to develop a 
unique set of key skills

ωSelf direct learning 

Parental 
support

Progress
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ÅGain the support 
of parents.

ÅParents are 
made aware of 
the homework 
set and when.

ÅMonitor their 
child meeting 
deadlines.
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ÅStatistics show 
that students to 
who engage fully 
in their 
extended 
learning are 
those who make 
the most 
progress.



Benefits for Parents
1. Easy to use ςYou can view the 

homework calendar to see what 
homework is set and when it is 
due in.

2. Keeps you in the loop.  

3. Participate in the extended 
learning process.  Gives you an 
opportunity to support your child 
when needed because you will 
have clear instructions on the 
piece if homework set.

4. Accessible to everyone.  P
a

re
n
ts

.


